Pulmonary hypoplasia in babies with severe rhesus isoimmunisation: a quantitative study.
Analysis of lung weights of 96 infants dying with rhesus isoimmunisation has shown that the lung is considerably retarded in its growth. Detailed analysis of the lungs of six babies after pulmonary artery injection showed in all a reduction in airway number and thus acinar and artery number, suggesting arrest in growth before the 16th week of gestation. The alveoli were also of either abnormal number, size or maturity, suggesting a continuing effect in later foetal life. Total lung volume varied from the normal value in one case to one-quarter normal in the smallest lung.